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Is Your Website Getting Lost in a Sea of

Sameness?

By Jake VP | April 27, 2022

Many successful contractors in the HVAC, solar, and home performance industries have learned they can
separate themselves from the competition by emphasizing particular aspects of their services on their
websites and in their marketing efforts. So how is it that you can separate your website in the digital "sea

of sameness”?
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What We Learned From 8 Contractor Blog

Posts That Caught Fire

' ‘« By Cory Allyn | April 6, 2022
’M

Energy Circle writes a lot of content for home performance, HVAC, and solar contractors—at least 600 to 800
blogs every year, by conservative estimates (and that's not counting all the other types of content we create,
from new website pages to emails, infographics, videographics, and more). That means we have access to
content-related data for dozens of companies, some of which go back nearly a decade.

With all this information at our fingertips, we wanted to take an in-depth look at some of our clients’ best-
performing blog posts and see what we could learn. Is there a magic formula to writing a killer blog? (Spoiler
alert: No, there isn't, but we still found plenty of useful takeaways that can point you in the right direction!)

Why You Should Be Writing Contractor Blog Posts

Blog posts are one of the best ways to drive visitors to your home services contracting business’ website.
Writing high-quality blogs on topics and services that homeowners are interested in increases your website's
organic ranking (how likely Google or other search engines are to feature your website prominently on search
result pages). This, in turn, can favorably affect your website's local search rankings (mcludlng your Google My
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Recruiting 101: 5 Ways for Contractors to

Improve Their Hiring Strategies

* ) By Lily Collins | May 13, 2022

Positions in the trades are getting more attention as opportunities for fulfilling and lucrative careers, but

that doesn’t mean that hiring has gotten any easier—yet.

If you're reading this, it's likely that you aren't seeing the results from your current recruiting efforts that
you were hoping for, but you're still committed to finding the best possible candidates for your team.

You're smart to double-down on the recruiting process—hiring good pecple in the trades isn't
impossible, even if it might feel that way right now! It just takes a slightly different approach than
traditional office-based recruiting resources suggest.

As experienced digital marketers for contractors, the Energy Circle team can say with confidence that
putting in the work to reach people who will show up and represent your company well can and will pay
off with the right approach for your business and your market.

One of the most effective ways to find success in hiring is by developing a strong digital marketing
strategy to back your recruiting efforts. After all, a majority of job seekers are learning about jobs
online, and nearly half are also applying to jobs online according to a 2015 study from the PEVW Research
Center, and these numbers have likely gone up since the study was conducted.

As digital marketing professionals, the Energy Circle team knows a thing or two about maintaining a
strong online presence and can help you use your online presence to attract qualified candidates for your
job openings.

Here’s how Energy Circle advises our clients to find success in hiring.

1. Determine Your Target Audience

When starting the hiring process, it's important to know who you're looking to reach to be sure that your
messaging aligns with the needs and goals of that group. The two most common groups in the HVAC,
solar, and home performance industries are recent high school graduates and experienced employees:
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What We'll Discuss

1 ) THE SEARCH ENGINE LANDSCAPE BEYOND
MOTHER GOOGLE

2 | THE OTHER SEARCH ENGINES AND THEIR
DIFFERENCES ACROSS THE SERPS

3 | OUR DATA ON BING, AND DECISION SUPPORT
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LANDSCAPE



Guilty as Charged!

Google
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Google Remains Dominant But...

US Search Engine Market Share in 2022

bing 6.31%

DuckDuckGo 2.51%

Yahoo! l 3.23%

Ecosia 01%

YANDEX 0.08%
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Driver #1: Privacy

€he New Pork Eimes

FOI' beS Daily Business Briefing >

CYBERSECURITY Google Plans Privacy Changes, but

Why You Shouldn’t Use Promises to Not Be Disruptive
GOO gle Chrome A_f ter New It says it will give other companies plenty of time to adapt to
. . changes to its Android software. Similar changes made by Apple
P I lVElCY Dl SC].O sure affected big internet companies.
o ———
SECURITY & PRIVACY

8 ways Google constantly invades
your privacy — and how to fix it

BROOKINGS

Google Analytics in Hot

Water by French Privacy

TECHTANK

Controversy over Google’s Privacy Watchdog Over US Data
Sandbox shows need for an industry Spying Concern
regulator
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Driver #2: Ad Avoidance
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Growing Privacy Concerns

U.S. General Population

do  Bon AUk

say data privacy is are concerned don’t trust

a growing concern about the level companies to
of data being use their data
collected by ethically
businesses
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0%

aren’t willing
to share their
personal data
for any reason

KPMG

Corporate Data Responsibility Report
August 2021
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Will Privacy Begin to Matter?

DuckDuckGo Traffic

365  Day Average Queries in Millions

Source: Duck Duck Go
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DIFFERENCES ACROSS THE
SEARCH ENGINES
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About 19,500,000 results (0.67 seconds)

Ad - https:/iwww.gogginenergy.com/ i (207)747-3822

Goggin Energy In Portland ME - Serving Southern Maine

Local Maine Experts In Heat Pumps. Get Top Quality Heating Repair & Installations. Call
Us

9 75 W Commercial St Suite 202, Portiand, ME - Open today - 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM ~

Heat Pump Cost
How Much Does A Heat Pump Cost? Call Goggin Energy For Info!

Ducted Vs Ductless
We Can Help You To Find The Best Solution For Your Home in S. Maine

Ad - https//iwww.haleysmetal.com/ : (207)305-9779

Maine #1 Heat Pump Contractor - Ducted & Ductless Heat Pumps
Southern Maine's Trusted Heat Pump Installers. Licensed & Experienced Techs. Free
Estimate

Ad - hitps://www.angi.com/
Heat Pump Install - Just Enter Your Zip to Start

Read reviews, view cost estimates, & get matched w/ heat pump experts near you. Need
to...

Hvac Contractors : Ratng ~ = Hours ~ = Sortby -

Goggin Energy - ' T
Ad - 4.7 * & & % (29) - Heating equipment supplier ' ' _ Ld
Portland, ME - (207) 747-3822 ® @ »

. - R N Y Desert o il
Open - Closes 5PM Website  Directions f North ‘
Goggin Energy 7 7 /5
4.7 % % % % (29) - Heating equipment supplier © ‘ 0 .

Portland, ME - (207) 560-8688 ! '
Open - Closes 5PM Website  Directions

©@ Provides: Heat Pump Installation

Pine State Services

4.3 % % % % 7 (244) - Heating contractor @ 0
7+ years in business - Westbrook, ME - (207) 747-1. .. ’ '
Open - Closes 4:30PM Website  Directions

©@ Provides: Heat Pumps




B® Microsoft Bing heat pump installer near me 8 & Q
ALL IMAGES VIDEOS MAPS NEWS : MORE
21,900,000 Results Any time ~

Heat Pump Heating Installation Pros | HomeAdyvisor Top Rated
https://www.homeadvisor.com/mini-split + 510K+ Facebook followers

Ad Find Local Mini-Split Experts In Minutes. Enter Your Zip To Get Started. Compare
Reveiws, Get Multiple Quotes, And Hire The Best Pro For Your Project

Just a Call Away - Trusted and Effective

Search for a Contractor

Find Top Rated Pros with
just a click of a button!

Contact Us

Find Top-Rated Builders.
Trusted Source for Home Projects.

Furnace Installers

Find Top-Rated Furnace Installers.

Visit Us Today For Free Estimates.

Furnace Repair

Find Local Furnace Repair Services
Near You at HomeAdvisor Today!

See results only from homeadvisor.com

Contractor Reviews

Connect with the Targeted Prospects
You Need to Succeed

Upfront Pricing

The Fast, Easy, and Free Way to
Find Help Online for All of Your...

Compare Prices
We Did The Research For You. Get
Your Free Price Quote Now!

Plumbing Install Service

HomeAdvisor's network of Faucets,
Fixtures & Pipes contractors ...

Maine's #1 Heat Pump Installer | 5 Generations & Over 100 Years
https://www.haleysmetal.com/freef/estimate ~

Ad Southern Maine's Trusted Heat Pump Installers. Licensed & Experienced Techs.
Free Estimate. Maine Local Family Business That You Can Trust For All Your Home's

Heating and AC Needs

Free On-Site Evaluations - Licensed & Trained Techs - Diamond Elite Contractor
Service catalog: Heat Pump Installations, Central Air Systems, Duct Cleaning

Services

Mitsubishi Heat Pumps

Huge Selection of Mitsubishi Heat
Pumps. Call Haley's Today!

Mitsubishi Electric Heat Pu...

Mitsubishi Electric Heat Pump
Installs, Replacements & Upgrades.

Heat Pump Installers | Edge Energy | edgeenergyme.com

https://www.edgeenergyme.com ~

Ad Get High-Quality Heat Pump Services For Your Home Or Business. Call For A Free

Quote

Free quotes - Exceptional service - Financing available - Efficient products
Services: Air Conditioning, Heat Pump Installation, Heat Pump Repairs, Heat Pump

Service

@ 40 Lafayette Street, Yarmouth - 17.4 mi

Hvac Services Near Me | Top-Rated HVAC Pros | angi.com

Ad https://www.angi.com/hvac ~

Find Contractors You Can Trust
https://www.homeadvisor.com +

HomeAdvisor matches you to top local
contractors in minutes. It's fast, easy, and
free

Get Quote



heat pump installer near me

Q Al BJ Images [ Videos @ News

www.homeadvisor.com

Heat Pump Heating Installation Experts - HomeAdvisor Top ... [(ad
Find Local Mini-Split Experts In Minutes. Enter Your Zip To Get Started. Compare Reveiws, Get...

Just a Call Away - Trusted and Effective

Contractors
Find Top-Rated Painters. Get Free
Bids From Contractors Now!

Sump Pump Contractors
Compare Multiple Local Service
Providers & Hire The Best. Enter...

Contact Us
Find Top-Rated Builders.
Trusted Source for Home Projects.

: More

X

Contractor Reviews
Connect with the Targeted Prospects
You Need to Succeed

Furnace Repair
Find Local Furnace Repair Services
Near You at HomeAdvisor Today!

Homeadyvisor Profinder
HomeAdvisor (Formerly ServiceMagic)
connects home improvement ...

Q

Anytime v

whoo ! Sign In

www.HomeAdvisor.com

Find Contractors You Can Trust
Don’t hire just anyone. Find the best
contractors with HomeAdvisor.

Get Quote

www.haleysmetal.com

Maine #1 Heat Pump Installer - Contact Haley's Metal Today (ad
Southern Maine's Trusted Heat Pump Installers. Licensed & Experienced Techs. Free Estimate. ..
Energy Savings All Year - Diamond Elite Contractor

Pay My Bill
Heat Pump Installations

Ducted & Ductless Heat Pumps
We Are #1 Central Heat Company

Mitsubishi Heat Pumps Heat Pumps

www.edgeenergyme.com

Heat Pump Installation - Professional Heat Pump Service
Experienced Heat Pump Technicians Who Get The Job Done Right. Schedule Your Service Tod...
Financing available - Free quotes - Exceptional service

Services: Air Conditioning, Heat Pump Installation, Heat Pump Repairs

Contact Us SERVICES
Qur Services Read More
www.heatpumppricer.com

Heat Pump Install Price by ZIP - Top Heat Pump Brands for ... (ad

Scarborough Heat Pump Quotes from Top Pros. Enter Your ZIP & Save in 2 mins! Quickly Find ...
No Obligation Estimates - Save Time & Money - 100% Free Service
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Q Al 3 Images [ Videos News @ Maps (® Shopping 9 Settings

All regions ~ Safe search: moderate ~ Any time v

localhvacquotes.com  Report Ad

Find Local Heating Pros - Get Up To 4 Local Quotes Free

We'll Make The Process Easy By Finding The Right Professicnal For Your Project. Our Free Estimate
Service Helps You Find A Local HVAC Service Quote That Fits Your Budget.

Match to a Pro Teday - Free to Use - Free Estimates

Service catalog: Local HVAC Install, HVAC Cleaning, HVAC Repair

Water Heater Estimates Furnace

Compare Up To 4 Free Quotes From Install, Replace, Or Fix A Furnace Find A
Water Heater Contractors. Pro That Fits Your Budget.

Water Heater Duct Work

Need A Water Heater Expert? Find All Heating Ducts Need Servicing? Get Up
Local Pros, All Free. To Four Free Quotes--Free!

homeadvisor.com  Report Ad

Heat Pump Installers - HomeAdvisor Top Rated

Find Local Technicians In Minutes. Enter Your Zip Te Get Started. Compare Reveiws, Get Multiple Quotes,
And Hire The Best Pro For Your Project.

/" https://modernize.com » near-me » heat-pump-installation

10 Best Heat Pump Installation Services Near Me - Modernize

If you were wanting a heat pump installation near you that would heat and ccol an entire home and not
Jjust a single room you could expect to spend around $2,400 to $8,500 depending on the size of your
hom e and the heat pump's energy efficiency rating. If your home was a 2200 square foot house you'd
need a 4 ton heat pump unit installed and ...

- https://www.homeadvisor.com > near-me » heat-pump-contractors
Best Heat Pump Installers Near Me - HomeAdyvisor

Near Me; Heat Pump Installation Contractors; Heat Pump Installers Near You Compare pros in your area
- free! Find Pros Near You. How It Works. Answer a few questions about your home project. Within
seconds, get matched with top-rated local pros. Compare quotes and choose the best pro for the job.

= https://www.masssave.com » learn > find-a-heat-pump-installer

Find a Heat Pump Installer - masssave.com

Contractors participating in the Mass Save Heat Pump Installer Network are independent, licensed,
insured, and actively engaged with the Mass Save Residential Heating and Cooling program. These
qualified contractors have been trained to design and install heat pump systems that meet the needs of
your home and can help you understand heat pump installation and cperating costs, as well as proper ...
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Heat Pump Heaven

Open

@ P ]

Website Directions Map

Address: 190 US-1, Falmouth, ME 04105, United States
Phone: +1207 749 2274

Hours: Open - Closes 11:59PM v
€) More at Yelp

>
Show More

Share Feedback

thumbtack.com

Heat Pump Installation Company - Enter Your Zip, Find Pros Fast
Thumbtack™ finds you high quality Technicians & lets you book instantly.
We'll find you the right Technician for free. Prices and reviews upfront.
Service catalog: Business Services
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Heat Pump Heaven

Heating & Air Conditioning/HVAC - Open until: 6pm heat pumps companies in maine

@ website 3 Yelp G Google Maps ‘ Apple Maps maine heat pumps and service

southern maine heat pumps
190 US-1 Falmouth, ME pump

, heat pumps in central maine
Open until: 6pm - 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM

heat pump installers southern maine
(207) 749-2274

© homeadvisor.com v A
9 Best Heat Pump Installers - Portland ME | HomeAdvisor

homeadvisor.com > tloc » Portland-ME > Heat-Pump-Install-or-Replace

Aire Serve of Southern Maine. 4.7. 108 Verified Rating s. Call Now. (866) 421-7588.
Areas of Expertise. Gas Piping. Boiler or Radiator Heating System - Install or__.

@ vellowpages.com v A
Best 18 Heat Pumps in Portland, ME with Reviews - YP.com
yellowpages.com » portland-me » heat-pumps

Heat Pumps in Portland on YP.com. See reviews, photos, directions, phone
numbers and more for the best Heat Pumps in Portland, ME. ... Central Maine Hea...

» modernize.com Vv A

Heat Pump Installation in Portland, ME - Modernize

modernize.com » me > portland » heat-pump-installation

Pine State Services. 5 Verified Reviews. 4.3 A+. Pine State Services was founded in
1995 by Sam Marcisso Jr. and his partners Lee Nicely and Jim Marcisso. Since our...
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Heat Pump Installation Service - In S. Maine, Goggin Energy

Certified Heat Pump Installers Providing Qlty Service For 8+ Years. Call Us Today! Local Heat Pump Experts In Portland Maine. Get Top Quality Installations. Call
Us Today! HomeAdvisor Top Rated. Free Site Visit. 8+ Years Experience. Certified Installers. Efficiency Maine Partner. EfficiencyMaine Certified. Services: Mini
Split Heat Pumps, Mitsubishi Heat Pumps, Daikin Heat Pumps, Central Heat Pumps.

Heat Pump Cost Ducted Vs Ductless Contact Us

https.//www.gogginenergy.com/heat_pumps_pros/portland_maine

2021 Heat Pump Install Costs - Portland Heat Pump Installs
Instant Heat Pump Quotes - Quickly Compare Portland Heat Pump Costs & Save Today! Schedule a...

https.//www.heatpumppricer.com/

VISIT SITE

L

2019 Guide to Heat Pump Rebates in Maine, New Hampshire, and MA
Now Offering Virtual Site Visits To Calculate Energy Savings And Rooftop Solar Potential. Don't Put...

htips.//wwaw.revisionenergy.com/

Installing My Own Mini-Split Heat Pump, DIY

1.3M views + 2 years ago

How to Install a Heat Pump for Heating & Cooling | Ask This Old House

317K views * 6 years ago

’ This Old House &

LI
VISIT SITE [ 7]

Let's stay cool this summer, and warm in the winter. This is a DIY Mr. Cool mini-split heat pump. It will save me tons of money ...

Ask This Old House plumbing and heating expert Richard Trethewey installs a ductless (and ducted!) heat pump. The system will ...




THE CASE FOR
MICROSOFT ADS/BING
(or not)



Demographics

“

Older 35+
Younger <35 ,
i . Children
Less Likely Children
More Blue Collar
Educated

Tech Savv Less Techy

y Seattle*
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Paid Search Performance

Click Through Cost Per Click Conversion

Rate (CTR) (CPC) Rate (CR)
Google 521%  $403  16.25%
Bing 2.21% $1.35 1.88%

Energy Circle Aggregated Accounts
January to December 2021
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Paid Search Performance

%CIick Through éCost Per Clické Conversion Leads for
 Rate(CTR) (CPC)  Rate(CR)  $1000

Google 521%  $403  1625% 40

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Energy Circle Aggregated Accounts
January to December 2021
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SEO Differences

Google Bing
Keywords Pages vs Keywords Keywords
Backlinks Good links + Content Good Links

Quality

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Technical SEO Some Restrictions More Tools

Search Engine Journal
February 2022
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Conclusions

e Other Search Engines are Only for Very Sophisticated Campaigns

* Don’t Consider Bing Unless Budget is Significant & Google is Tapped
Out

* Most of the Time, More Investment in Google is the Right Answer

 Stay the Course on Google Organic Optimization but be Aware of
Bing's Differences

e Keep an Eye on Growth in Privacy Concerns

* Don’t Neglect Apple Maps

Ly,
4
( ¥ )
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THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?

peter@energycircle.com



