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02/05 - 02/06: Solar Power Northeast | Boston, MA 

02/06 - 02/07: Better Buildings Vermont | Burlington, VT 

02/11 -02/13:  Dry Climate Forum | Yosemite, CA 

02/11 - 02/12: Home Performance Coalition NW | Portland, OR  

03/03 - 03/06:  ACCA Optimize | San Antonio, TX   

03/06 - 03/08:  BayWa r.e. Renewable Energy Business Leadership Summit | Tamaya, NM 

03/19 - 03/20: Building Science Conference & Expo | Bowling Green, KY 

04/01 - 04/04: Home Performance Coalition National | Chicago, IL 

Energy Circle On The Road
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www.companycam.com/energycircle

http://www.companycam.com/energycircle
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Quick Review: Local Search & the Proximity 
Challenge  

Google’s New Recommendations for Service 
Area Businesses 

Recommended Next Steps & Actions 
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What We’ll Discuss

1

2
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Previous Webinar: Overcoming Proximity



QUICK REVIEW:  
LOCAL SEARCH & GOOGLE’S 

PROXIMITY BIAS



Google 
Paid 2-4

Google 
Local 
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Organic

Today’s Typical SERP
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#1 Ranking Factor: Proximity to Searcher
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Proximity to Searcher



Local Pack Organic

Proximity 
Website 

Links 
    Google My Business 
Reviews 

  Engagement 
Metadata 

Citations



GOOGLE’S NEW 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SAB’s
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What Google is Saying
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“Clear Address” Option. We Say DON’T
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Service Area Screen



ENERGY CIRCLE 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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The Proximity Bias Has Not Changed (Yet) 

Situation is Very Fluid 

“Location Sensitivity” is a Google Patent 

Many Ways to Define Service Area 
Country, State, County, City, Zip Code 

You Should Continue to Optimize Web Content for Key 
Geographic Priorities 

Location Tagged Testimonials 
Location Tagged Case Studies 
City Pages
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What We Know Now
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Detailed Service Area vs Radius
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Multiple Options
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Beware of Weird Boundaries
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Check Regularly to See if Google Has Cleared Address  

Do NOT Clear Address on Your Own (at least yet) 

If No Address Now, Don’t Add 
Will Trigger Re-verification 

Change Service Area from Radius to Precise Boundary 
Exactness is Always Better 

Stay Tuned and Keep Us Posted
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Our Recommendations
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Big Fat Caveat

GOOGLE STILL RANKS ON 
SEARCHER —> OFFICE 

PROXIMITY 
(but there is hope on the horizon)



QUESTIONS? 

Peter Troast 

peter@energycircle.com 

mailto:peter@energycircle.com

